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Following discussions at the last Innovation Working Group meeting, 1st April 
2009, the LowCVP Technology Challenge has been successfully developed and 
launched at the LowCVP Annual Conference, 8th June by LowCVP Chair Neville 
Jackson. 
 
The Technology Challenge has been developed with the assistance of an 
Advisory Group formed of: 
 

• David Greenwood Ricardo UK 

• Geoff Callow  TEC 

• Louise Mothersole QinetiQ 

• Rob Thring  Loughborough University 

• Gary Acres  University of Birmingham 

• Dan Aris  Libralato 

• Nick Carpenter Delta Motorsport 

• Chris Bingham Sheffield University 

• David Howey  Imperial College 

• James Njuguna Cranfield University 

• Steve Patterson Welsh Assembly Government 

• Elizabeth McNabb Highbury Ltd 

• Roy Williamson LowCVP 
 
The group has developed a focus for the Technology Challenge of ‘Towards 
80gCO2/km and lower’, seeking innovative concepts that could make a 
significant contribution to improving passenger car emissions without the need 
for radical new infrastructure. 
 
Entry criteria for innovations are that they: 

• Should reduce CO2 emissions from passenger cars 

• Could be commercially deployed in 3 -5 years 

• Is on-vehicle and  

• Is compatible or could be easily integrated into the existing transport, 
energy and fuel infrastructures. 

 
The Advisory Group has also developed an application form available via a 
dedicated website which outlines the Technology Challenge 
www.lowcvp.org.uk/technologychallenge 
 
The Institution of Mechanical Engineers (IMechE) are supporting the Technology 
Challenge and disseminating via Professional Engineering and Automotive 
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Engineer publications. Cleantech Investor is the media partner for the challenge 
engaging new start-ups and investors in the clean-tech sector. Knowledge 
Transfer Networks have also been approached to help disseminate the 
opportunity 
 
A hardcopy flyer has been published and is being circulation at meetings and 
events. The electronic version of this is available from 
LowCVP%20Technology%20Challenge%20flyer 
 
A group on professional networking site Lined-In has also been established to 
help network individuals interested in the technology challenge; The Low Carbon 
Vehicle Ideas Exchange: http://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=1984305 
 
Also, short clips of on the Technology Challenge were recorded by attendees to 
the LowCVP Annual Conference. These have been edited into an introductory 
video on the Technology Challenge and is showing on the website. 
 
Members of the Advisory Group are presently assisting in the recruitment of the 
‘Innovation Executive’ or prize panel, with high level contacts at OEM and Tier 1 
organisations. Responses to date have been positive and member of the panel 
are hoped to be announced soon with updates issued as support grows. 
 
Applications received by 7th September are to be assessed by a panel of experts, 
the balance of which is being defined. TSB and IMechE have offered to request 
assistance from members of their own related panels. 
 
Ten selected applicants will be provided guidance on introducing innovations into 
the automotive sector, how to progress their concept and how to make the most 
from presenting their idea. This will be in the form of a 1 day workshop. The 
content and programme for the workshop is currently being developed. 
 
 
Next for steps are to: 

• Continue disseminating the opportunity and attracting applications; 

• Develop the programme for the ‘guidance workshop’ 

• Form the ‘filter’ panel, and; 

• Recruit the ‘prize’ panel. 
 
 
 
 


